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SERMON XXXIL

LuxE 21 19.

In your Pasience poffefs ye your Souls.

-

Ur Saviour,in the beginning of this Chapter,is foretellin
Ferufalens’s deftruion, verf. 6. butas a forerunner j’
it, he foretellsalfo his Servants Perfecutian, that they
fhall be perfecwted by Enemics,v.12. betrayed by Friends,

2 16. and hated L all, . 17. As when the Ship, 48s 27. 4a.

was ready to be wracked, they would firlt have killed Panl, who

alone kept them from drowning : A foolith miflake of a2 mad

World, to do the Godly moft hurt, when they (hould moft ftand

them in fiead ; when the Night is putting in, to put -out the

Candle which thould give them light 5 and when the Houfe is

falling, to make fure of it, they will needs pull down the Pil-

lars that uphold it { the Holy Seed being TDNIXD fatumen eo-
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wm, Ifa.6.13.7] Sofottifh is the World’s malice, which other- -

while ufeth to be too ingenions in doing mifchief to the Godly,as
it were on purpofe to undoe themfelves. .

But alchough sbey be fuch Enemies to themftlves, yet Chrift is
abetter Frier® to his Servantss and therefore as he encourageth
them, teling them, That net an bair of their bead fhall perifp,
v.18. {o he dire@s them in this 19th Verfe, In your Pasience

Poffef5 ye yowur Souls.

In which words we have three Particulars 5 which, according
to the Metaphor here ufed, we may call, :

. 1. The Frechold, and that’s their Souls. \ o

2. The Seifin w7hoeeade, They are to be keptin poffeffions .

Poffefs ye your Somls. : :
3. The Tenure, and that is the Tenure of Patience; and fo
W TH "wmdmonyi Upuay wrHor e Tols \wads Vv, In your Pa-
tience poffefs ye your Souls. . :
1. For a little opening of the words, and firlt for . Patience 5
it's duplex, Adiva, Paffiva. . Theone forbears,the other bears; -

both fuffer, though in a different way. _ N
' Z1z2 - : Alive,
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‘Atlive, (o called, in reference to afling, but improperly 2 mi-

" sime agendo, becaule it aéis mot when Paffion’s Fingers itch, and

would fain be doing 3 and (0 it’s defined, que malums non infert,

"~ that even when provoked, doth no evil, which the Greeksexprefs

by pareodvde, or long. fuffering. Thisis eminentlyand effen-
tially in God, who when we provoke him, is yet' TO"DR 1IN
long-fufferivg, Exod. 34. 6. even aGod of Patience.

- But Patience Paffive is that, qne malum fert, that quietly fuf-

" fers evil from others, which is more properly this “wogeorss in-

the Text; not properly falling upon God, who fimply is impaf=
fible, but is that which by his Grace he works in his fufferi
Servants ;> when in an humble fubmifften to his Will, out o
Faith in his Promife, in hope of his affitance and deliverance,
they neither fink in defpondency under the burden, nor rife up
in rage againft him, or the Inftrument he frikes with, but wils
lingly fubmit, and gwietly wait for she Salvationof God, Lament.
3.26,27. If you will have Twlly’s defcription of it, Patientis

- eft boneftatis & wrilitatis (let us add & Religionis) caufa rersm

F. Ilyricue.
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arduarum ac- difficilium wluntaria ac dimtwrna perpeffio. Or if -
rather you would have Bede’s, Patientia vera eft aliena mala aysua-
nimiter perpeti, comtra ewm quoque qui wmala- irrogat nullo dolore
moveri»  This is properly this \wogeovh in the Texts by which
when difpoffefled of all things elfe, we arc even then able to
pollefs ome Souls.

2. KTHow 9%, Poffefs ye, {oit’s ufuallf read; and Yo it holds
forth a Command ; though fome read it w7#o¥ade, ye may, or
fo ye fhall poflefss and fo it contains a Promifé. 1thall make ufe:
of both, and here only add, thaf this word in the Gteek, an-
fwerable to 7P in the Hebrew, fignifieth both acqmirere, and:
con[hervare, both to procure and preferve; and Patience doth
both.. : :

3. For thelaft word Jusas, T'need not tell you, that although
itmoft properly fignifie the Soul, yet oft in Scripture is put for
the + whole Man, and fometime for our * bodily Life. Your
Souls, your felves, your owtward Life, Patience, asa fure guard,
keeps you in poffeffion of all. .

A word for matural Life, which I exclude not in referénce to

“ verf- 18. they fhould not perifb s and here patience is a prefer~

vative. As God gives us poffeffion of it, {0 patience helps to
“keepit. Sowefind in Scripture, meek Mofes and pasient Fob
long-liv’ds whillt bleody and violent Men live not- ont. balf their

days,
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days, PGl 55.23. Asftormy Winter days ufe to be thort, whilft:
it’s Jong before the Sun et in a ferene calm Summer’sday. The
Prophet faid, /n quiesne(s and confidence (oall be yomr firengsh, Ifa. 30, 15,
and thereby alfo their fafety,. whilt frowardnefs and haftinefs
makes hafte only to defiru&ion. Fob’s Wife, when fhe faid, Job2. 9.
Cwrfe God and die, (pake truxh, when fhe gave bad counfel 5 for
i’s cur[e and die, there’s buta ftep between difcontented curfing
and dying. Butif there be any fuch thing in this frail fading
World, as vis refla ad vitam longam, (which the Title of his
Book promifeth); amongft other Vertuesand Graces, Patience
muft be one of our Guides and Companions 5 and this, whether
we confider either God, or others, or our felves. :

.Firlt, For God, weread that with the froward be will deal Reaf. 1,
frowardly, Pfal. 18. 26. buthe delighteth 20 beautifie the meek_
with Salvation. The Lion of the Tribe of Judab tears his Prey
when it ftruggles and refilts, bt {pares it when it lies quiet and.
proftrate 5 {o that if you be weary of your life, you may go to
it at fharp s butif you mean to fave it, your wilelt way is to fub-
mit, and quietly to lay down your Weapons. Crudelem medi--
ewm, &c. The unruly impatient Patient makes his Phyficidn
“cruel 5 and the Child’s firugling-doth but increafe his ftripes,
whillt a quiet Riffing the Rod oft {aveth the whipping. Our God
is.our Phyfician and Father.. We provoke him to Wrath, when
we are provoked to impatience by what-ever correion is in-
flicted by himi.  But it’s-meet to be [aid 1o bim by every dutiful.
Child, and infucha Child’s Language, I bave born chaflifement,.
and 1 will not offend any more s if I bave done iniquity, 1 will do
nomore, Job 34.31,32. and that’s the way to prevent a fecond. -
. bout. Withthe Bird of Paradife, by a meckned moan,to moxrn
it felf omt of the Snare 5 not with the wild Bu}l inth¢ Net, Ifa..
51, 20. to tumble and rave, and fo the more to emtangle himfelf -
tn the Snare. When God bears Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf,.
Epbraim hears God coroforting him, aud telling him, that he is-
bis dear Son and pleafant Child, that cver fince be Spake againft
bim, he did earneftly remember bims 5 that his Bowels were troubled.
for bim, and that he would furely bave mercy mpon bim, Jer. 31.,
18, 19,20. Whillt we frowardly ftruggle, 1. our-Hearts fret:
sgainft Godsand 2.we would be our own Saviours,and both thefe.
betray us todanger.  Butbya patient lying under God’s hand,.
as we acknowledg his Sovereignty, and righteous Proctedings,

fo we refign-up our felves tohum, who hath a furer hand than
, ours

ot
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oursto keep that wherewith it is betrufted. And thus Paei-
ence helps to bold our Somls in Life 5 firltin reference to God.
Reaf. 2. And, fecondly, in reference to other Men, whom wearcata

: conteft with, and (it may be) in danger of; for with them .
( though froward ) Solomon’s obfervation holds good, A4 fofe
anfwer turneth away wraths but grievous words [tir up anger,
Prov. 15. 1. Asthe foft Wall damps the fierceft Shot, whilft the -

De Patiens. clathing of two earthen Pitchers breaks either one or !:oth. Fasi-
c.8 gatur improbitas patienitia tud, faith Tertullian 5 Patience either
wins or wearies the moft enraged Enemy, {o thdt cither he wild
not, or he cannot hurt. How eafily doth the weak Map, when
provoked by patient forbearing, prevent his own mifchief?
Whilft the paffionate Male-content, cither by bufie bufling be-
gins the Quarrel, or by giving the fecond firoke makes the Frays
and both ways, as the furious Horle rufbeth into the Bastel, and
: {o too often fins againft bis own.Life. "

" Reaf-3- But were there none other to hurt us, yet impatience can
make our {elves to be our ewn :Executioners. ‘Whether Ackito-
phel was firangled withan Halter, or fuffocated with fome Hu-

- 'mors raifed by -his gricf, fome of late difpute. The Hebrew
Mexsfius. pIm? may fignifie both. But which foever of them -it was, I
Grotim. am f{ure his impatience of a negledt was the caufe of it inhims

as in both kinds it hath been with divers others. Impatience of
- Pain; Poverty, Difgrace, and thelike, hath proved in this un-
happy World one of the great '{Ipollyam and Abaddomns, chief
Engines in imurdering, not onely others, but our felves alfo.
What fudden Inflammations, what pining Confumptions, Fren-
zies, Lethargies, and other fplenetick Diftempers hath it calt
many a Man inte ? and fo betrayed them fometimes to more gen-
tleand lingring 5 {ometimes to more fudden and violent deaths,
and that fometimes by their own hands ? Paffions with a witnefs,
which make both Body and Soul joirit-{uffcrers, like bluftering
ftorms that dath thefe frail Vcficls againft the Rockss or like roa-
sing and riofous Guefls and dnmates, that fet on fire, and pull
dewn tholc Honfes of Clay,which they are in prefent poffeffion oft
-~ But onthe contrary, A patient or cool Spirit, as Solomon phra-
feth it, Prop. 17.27. how timely doth it prevent thefe fparks
from kindling, or. happily quench them when they begin to flame,
by compofing the mind, that it dare not quarrel with God, nor
pitch the Field with a Man’s own felf ; and fo quiets the Body,
that it eitker prevents Bodily Dittempers, or helps te bear them

quietly,
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quietly, that they do not prove deadly ? whillt the snraly fick
Man by raving and tumbling kills himfelf; another more patie
ent, by being quiet, doth fopire morbum, and by lying ftill, makes
hafte to his recovery.  Poffeff but thy Soxl with Patience, and it Pationtia in.
will keep thee in longer poffeffion of the frail Tabernacle of thy fimum non
Body. Indeed, (hort-winded Men are {oon at their Journies end, ‘.'r""”‘f"
but they that arc longer breathed are {o more ways than one, (imers iy
able through many difficulties to run a longer race, andat laft mw gusi -
in a late gvening of along day ccrhe to the end of it in peace. pa:sens eff, ip-
Difcoggents, 1confefs, may be. long-liv’d, but{o ufually are not /% 7<) 4
froward, impatient, difconsented Min. Buat when .the Plalmitt o,rer 1 wror-
tells us that the Meek_fhall inberit the Earth s * that Phrafe ¢x- rem, Cerdass
preficth as a farer title, {0 a longer continuance 5 and thus, as our locerm.
Sols are fometimes put for our Lives, even fo by our Patience ~ T1ak37- 11-*
we arekept in poffiffin of them. So w7Hoede ( asI faid fome
read it ) you may, you fhall. _

" And therefore for the Application, x7#ozo3¢ (as the common
reading is ) Chrift here commands us to endeavour that we may
poflefs our lives in Paticwce. At the beft, we are but Tenants at
will; and if fome of us confider our Ages, and others our IPeak-
#nef7, and all of us the perilous Times we are caft into, we may

Ufe..

" well think that our Leafes are faft hafting to an expiration., What

Man therefore is he that defireth Life, and" loveth inany days, let:

bim feek peace, faith the Plalmift, Pfalm.34. 12, 13,14, and

let me add,Patience 5 for Patience i$ one of the beft Prcfervatives,

Prayers and Tears were wont to be the Churches beft offenfve

Weapons, and Patience one of the chiefeft Defenfives. Nos by -

Might, nor by Power, but by my Spirit, faith God, when he.

ftiles himfelf she Lord of Hofts, Zcech. 4. 6. And truly the Spirit

of Meceknefs and Patience hath in it the Spiritof a Congweror.

As therefore Chrift our Lord vanquithed the Devil, notby figh- o vy potis
ting but by dying : {o our way to overcome the World, and {ave pundum vs-
our lives, is rather by patient yeelding and fuffering, than by cr, non #7m.-
peevithly contending.  Imean, not by a bafe unwerthy com- ’° ;f""‘,”;‘;f:('f“‘
plying with Mens ul%ns, but by a generous fuffering of their rage, A i 4
and ever with a filent and meck {ubmiffion to the righteous Fxdg- pfal. ¢.. .

“ment of God.  Yea, in the way of thy Fadgments have we waited -ad finem.

for thee, O Lord, faid the humbled Church, Ifa. 26. 8. And
waiting, as it implyeth a flill and quiet attendance, fo with God
it ever finds at laft & graciousacceptance. Thon wilt never bid

that Beggar ftay and wait, whom thou at laft intendeft to fend
. | . away
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away empty ; much lefs will God make thee content quietly to
wait, whom he intends to fend away difcontented, by wholly
fruftrating thee of thy Expeation. The prudent fhall keep fi-
lence in thas time, forit is an evil time, faith the Prophet, Amos
5.13, How evil our timesare I need notfay; and thereforeif we
would fhew our felves prudsnt and wile for our felves, as we
love our lives, let us keep filence 5 and that’s the Expreffion
whichin the Old Teftament Patience is ufually and almoft only
fecout by. Not a mulicious filence, (as Abfalom’s was, 2 Sam.
r3.22. ) whereby we bite in for the prefent, but lie iminfidiis
+to watch opportunities of mifchief and revenge 5 buta fhame-

faced filence, in fenfe of our own confufion and guilc ; an bum=

ble meek_ filence, not murmuring againft God’s dealings, oran
angry clamouring at evil Mens proceedingss buta quiet fub~
mitting to his hand, and a patient enduring ( as long as God
continuesit ) of their oppreflions, faying (if any thing) with
the Church, 1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, becanfe Ibave
finned againft bim 5 or rather with our Saviour, though led 45 a
Sbeep to the Slaughter, aud a5 the Lamb before the Shearer , {0
open we not our momths 3 as Paulinus to his Friend, Nos taceamns
iftis loguentes ad Dominum filentio bwmilitatis, & voce patienties .
& tuuc ipfe qui inviclus eft, pugnabit pro nobis, & vincet in mobis.
8o the dumb Dove’s mourning in a far Country was heard,and fhe
delivered, if you compare the Argument and the 56th Pfalm to-
gether.  And Chrift the meek filent Lamb, though flaughtered,

“yet fhortly after was raifed from the dead : to whom it we be

Alnifons in this {weet fill-Mufick, we. fhall for certain have oxr
lives for a prey, cither preferved or reftored ; either kept from
death, or if the two Witne(fes be #ow to be flsin, fhall have part
in abetter Refurretion : For fo if we fhould take the word in the
Text for our lives, {o it holds good that by our patience we may,

. and therefore aught to poffe(s our Sosls. .

But take the word Sou! in its more proper fignification, for
that nobler part of Man 5 and fo moft underftand our Saviour’s
meaning, when he here faith, Ir your patience pollefs ye yowr
Sounls. o
. In which words we have thefe two Particulars confideras

e. ‘

1. Thatic’s our duty to.paffefs our Sesls.

2. That Patience is one fpccial means to keep this paffeffi-
on. )

As
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_ Asalways, focfpecially inevil and perilons Times (for fuch Do, 2.
our Saviour here {peaks of ) whatever elfe we are deprived or
thruft oat of, our great car¢ and endeavour muft be to poffefs
our Somls. Whatfoever the force be, we muft ftand to it, and
kesp poffeton.  Abore all keepings, keep thy Heart, faith Solomon,
Prov. 4. 23. And Reep thy Soml diligemly, faith Mofes, Deut,
4 9. Take beed to yowr Spirit, (aith the Prophet, Mal. 2. 15.
'And fo here, Inyour patience poflefs ye your Souls, faith our Sa-
viour. A dear and great Pledg itis, which both God and his
People do mutnally betruft each other with, atd both to our
prefent purpofe. They him, lookiniat it as their Jewel, and
confidering their own weaknefs and heedlefsnefs, leave it to be
kept in his fafer Hand. That we may poffefs is, (asthe Child
gives the Mother that it would have kept) we put it into God's -
Hands to keep it for us. And oit’s Pasl’s mxpgracocbinen,
2 Tim. 1.12. his Depofitwm whigh he leaves with God. And
our dying Saviour, when now to be difpoffet of his Life ,
that he might Reep poffeffion of his Soul, faich, Fatber inso thy
Hands I commend my Spiris, Luke 23. 46.
And he them; it being one of his chief Mafter-picces, and Pofefio fidu-
therefore as foon as it comes out of his hands, he commends it </4r/«.
to every Man’s beft care, ‘as a.great Talens which he betrufts N
us with, and will have at laft a ftri account of : At our Birth
fent out from him, and in Death, Ecclefc 12.7. again to retarn
10 bim, that he may have an account how it hath been abnfed or
improved, whether keﬁto: loft : When thruft out of this Houfe
of Clay, whether we have not loft it, and it Heaven. For o
this poffefling of our Souls includes a double care and erdea-
vour, 1. Thatit be not utterly loft. 2. No, nor fo Diftgm.
pered and Difguifed, that neither we' nor it be our felves. ’
1. Firft, 1{ay, our caremuft be fo to poffefs our Somls, that
they be not utterly loff 5 for fo the Scripture fpeks of lofing the
Sonl, Mat. 16.26." And what is quite L, is then out of our
pofffion. And onthe contrary, that in Martbew, He that en-
dures 1o the end, all be faved, Chap. 10.22. and this of the
Text, In your patience, poffefs ye your Somls, atc by learned In- ..,
terpreters made Parallel; {o that cwice and KIxdaly €0 poflefs Brugenfis, -
the Soul, and to fave it, is ode and the fame thing. And this
therefore fhould be a great part of our greateft care, that our-
Souls may be fo poffiffed, as they may be faved : And that, al-
though in dangerous Times, all elfe may foon be loft, -yet
- Aaaa ' that
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that a-fure Courfc may be taken, that our Souls do not perif
eternally. : : .

‘2, gut fecondly, This care of a Man’s pofleTing . his Sosl.
is not only that it be not wholly loft at lait, but that for t_hc
prefent in greatcft Diftractions he be (as the Latine phrafe is)
Animi, (ot Sui) compos, truly bimfelf, bis own Mans yea, ma--
tter of his own Soul and its Facultics, Paffionsand Operations,
which at fuch times oft are quite ftounded, or prove very wild
and unruly. Men dead with fear, as-in Nabal; 1 Sam. 25. 27.
and there is no Life s drunk with grief, asthey Fer. 25.27. and
there’s no fenfe s And mad with Oppreffion, as even the wife
Man fometimes is, as the wifeft King tells us, Ecclef.7.7. But
where’s then his Wifdom ? Which is-then fwallowed up, Plal. =
107.27. Nay, What’s become of his Sowl? When, Necma- -
nus, nec pes, &c. when ncither the Eye can fee what’s before
it, or the Ear take heed what’s faid to it 5 the. Man knows not
what either he faith, or doth 5 Where he is,or whither he goeth =

" . In thefe Animi deliquia & deliria the Man is truly Exanima-

‘2 Chron, 20.
2. -

" Ver. 7.

ted, bereft of his Sos!5 the Mind and Underftanding amazed, -

- confufed and daskned; the Affe€tions and Paffions in 2 mutiny

and perfe@ uproar : But where’s the Souls that 7d #yspoviseay.”
all this while, that fhould keep better order? Isit in being 2
Oris the Man in pofleflion of it, which is wholly poffelt with.
Amazements and Confufions, as a Town now entred and poffe(=.
fed by a Conquering Enemy.? This too oftenin perilous Times.
is our Sin and Mi%cry. . But our Saviour in the Text points
out to us what at all times,. and even then, is our duty, to take
care, that whatever elfe we lofe, that there be not Ejeltio fir- -
me, that we be not {o caft out of our Freebold, but that by
Faith and Patience (the one.asthe Fundamentum, and the otherx.
as the Suffentaculum of all Virtues, as Anfelm- diftinguifhethr
them) we may fill be our-felves, and {oﬂ?[: omr Souls, not
frighted out of our felves: by Fears, or {unk below our felves
by overmuch Heavinefs 5 but then fpeak and a& ‘with Nebemiab,
Chap. 6. 11. like and worthy our felves; with Fehobapbst,when
we.know ot what to do, to be fomuch our felves, as to know howr..
to do that which is beft; not like gafter’d Men to look wildly
about us,but with a fixed Eye to God above us; not to be ot of
our Wits, butto go outto Gods and as David,when the forrows
of Death and. Hell took bold on bim (Plal. 116.3.) to retire in-~
ward to our Hearts with- his, Return unto thy reft, O ‘my Soul,

- even
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seven when the forrows of Death and Hell took hold on him,

enough to Exanimate him, yetto retire inwards asa Man into -

-his Houle out of the Crowd, in which he was like to be loft;
or like a wile Pilot, thrufting his Ship out of the Storm into the

Harbosr : And then how fafely doth he ftand firm on the Shoar, -

whiltt he feeth others over-whelmed with the Waves ? So to t«ra
.into owr Sowls, and to turn them over to God, and there qui-
etly to reft 5 this is indeed to be our (elves, and to poffefs onr fouls,
Dum nobis ipfis dominari difcimms, hoc ipfum incipimus poffidere
guod [umus, as Bede (pcaks. And thus -whilft Chrift hath held
the Heads and Hearts of his Servants, they have been never
.more thernfclves, than when befides him they have had leaft elfe
to reft cither Head or Heart upon 5 never enjoyed themfelves, or
poffelfed their Soxls more, than when now to be difpoficfled of all
élfc befides 5 astake a Believer on his Death-bed, or a Martyr
at the Stake.  1t’s but God's bidding Aaron, go sp to Moxns Hor,
and put off bis Garments and die, Numb. 20. 25, 26,27, 28.
No more than a Parent’s bidding his Child go up to his Cham-
ber,and put off his Clothes and fleep. They are fully themfelves,
nay,then more than ever abave themfelves; now that the Soul is
mantling, and almoft upon the Wing, to flic upward in Divi-
neft Contemplations and elevated Exprefions. (Some of which

- Mylius gathers up in his Book, which he calls Apophtbegmata

morientium ). When the dying Man’s tongue faulters, he {peaks
Apopbtbegmes, nay Oraclessand though the bodily Eye grows dim
in that fbadow of deaths yet that’s but the fhutting of the out-
ward window, whillt a more glorious Light is fet up within
to enlighten that darknefs, and fo that gloomy Evening is but
the dawning of the now hafting Morning of the beatifical Vi-
fin. O the admirable farcwel-fpeeches of Martyrs at their Suf-
ferings-! Thofe high-raifed Expreflions, that ravithed other
Men’s hearts, fhewed plainly that they then moft fully poffeffed
their own Sowls. Sure, Stepben was perfe@ly himfelf and above
himfcIf; that, when the Stomes flew fo faft at him, he could

{o quictly and orderly kneel down, and look up to Heaven, and

pray for his Murderes, AQs7. 59, 60. as were Damicl's Com-
panions, Chap. 3.25. Who, when caft into the Furnace, did not

" fall all along, as Saul, 1 Sam, 28.20. or down into the Fur-
fmce, as the%rﬁncmics’did, but then walked exect in the midft of

the Fire, and as the Apocryphal Addition faith, th_crc {ung torth
God’s Praifes 5 yea, and therein exadtly kept time and tune,
) Aaaa 2 ‘ TH
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5 Téfel Uuvsv, (as’ Chryfoffom obferves ) in the fime Order
tizat\Gid rri:dc hi(s Crcatzcs they there fun% his Pta:(és.

And thus in thefe two Particulass, we fec what’s meant by
this poffifing of aer Somls, wamely when fuch careis taken that
they maw be not diftemper’d, nor at laft uccerly bf. .

Which in the Appication is that which is further to be pref-
fed upon us,as that which our Saviour hexe exprefly and. peramp-
torily commands us, and (which is cobe obferved) ar fuch a
bufic time whea you would think his Difciples had fomething
¢lfe neceflarily tolook after, when {o Haed, Perfecured, Berray-
¢d, asin the fore-going Verfes, when tvery way {o befet, and
fo wholly endangered.  If Natwre 20d Semfe, like Phgrez, (as.
ivs'Teady) fhould put out s band firft, it would find fomething
next haad firlt to lay hold on ; here would be Wifes Children,
Parents,Friends,to e provided for: Itmay berhy Eftate, yea,
my Life to be {ecured and taken care of. How fhall I make
fuch a Friend ? Or what way to pacifre fuch an Enemy ? How

. -(hall I an{wer when called before fuch & King and Ruler ? v. 12,

But our Saviour would take them off from (ach diftra@ing cares,
ot & Tots Kapdles, . In all this unfetlednefs, fertle yore
yoxr beart not to meditate, v. 14. not to be over-anxious for thofe
things, but here in the Texc he would have them to make fure
of their Chance. Let Marthas, like the good Houle-Wife, be
trowbled abowt many shings. But fee that you, like Wife Chrifti-
ans with Mary, make (ure of the one thing neceffary, asthough.
‘he had faid, in your getting your other Goods out of the Scare-
fire, be fure you look that you fave your felves. And what-.
ever elfe Thieves and Robbers run away- with, be fure to keep
Poffeffion of your Sosls, that the Man be not firlt Wounded, and
at laft Killed out-right, that your Souls be not now Defiled;
Diftralted, or Diftempered, and at laft Perith- everlaftingly..
Let thy Soul be precions in thine Eyes (as 1 Sam. 26.21.) that
it may not be as 1 Kiugs 20. 39, 40. it miffing, thy everlafting
Eifego for it. This is here our beft Friend’s advice, and that
which his beft Servants have folowed. What ever elfe hath
comparatively been neglected , yet their God and their Souls
have been fecured. David was fo encompaflfed with outward
Enemi¢sand Dangers, that he had his good Name, Eftate, and
his very Life to defend and provide for. But his Sexd was his
Darling, which he tenders as much ashe can bimfelf: And be-
caufe his care and firength was too fhort, be commends it to

: .o Gods

* »”
1
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God s it ina manner only, it [am fure efpecially, and that fre-

quently and moft patherically. How often do You hest thofe

{weet firainsamony hisbitter Complaints? Lord, keep my foud, Plal. 6. 4. &
prefervemy foul, deliver my foub, deave nn my foul dojtirsee,” in 7.%-517.15.
which placts though Life may be in part meane, yet the Somd ,,.’:;_ s 36.
proparly fo called, is not to be excluded.  And i€ it bethe Wl 2. & 140.8.
- of God that we thould know how to pfefs omr Bodier in Hr -
bimefs, (1 Thel 4 3, 4.) it’s all reafon that according ¢o the
fortner Particulars, we thould endeavour to paflefs onr fomls in
- Patience.  And that upon thefe following Grounds and - Confr-

derations. -1, Becaufe all outward Comforts and Poffefffons

my beloft. 2. Even then, if due care be taken, our fowds

may be fecured. 3. Yet chey arc in greutelt danger to be Affail-

ed. 4. Of fuch unvaluable worth, that the faving and poffe

Sing-of them will more than countervail the lofs of all cife. As

on the contrary, the lofs of them is both irtecoverable, and
unvaluable ; not to be made up by all other Enjoyments; and

if goyncd with other loflts makes them complete, and utterly

undoing. '

1. Dv§e had need be careful and watchful to keep paffeffion of

our fouls, that we may be beft poffeffed of {omething. Becaufe

of all elfe we may eafily be difpoffe[fed.  Aeall Times it’s poffi-

ble, but in perilous Times too likely and probable. He was but

afool, and that upon Record, that faid to his foxl, he bad Goods Luie 13,1,
laid np for many years, when the following night turw’d bim oms 10.

of poffefion of all. The Women of my Pesple bave yom cift ows

of their pleafam Houfes, faith the Prophet, Mic.2.9. I need

not tell you how fuddenty Fob was partly Plundered by the Chal-

‘desns and Sabeans, and partly by an immediate Hand of God
“ftript maked of all. Our Saviour in general, hath faid of all

Treafuree npos Edrth, that the Moth and Ruft. will corrupt, and May. s, 19
Thieves break, thromgh and fleal : Either of themfelves will de-

cay, as the Cloth breeds that Moth; and the Iron that Raff
- which confumes it, or at leaft fome cither violent Hand will
break shrowgh, or fome falfe Fingers will more flily feal and car-
ry away. The Grafs will either wither of it felf, or becwe
down by the Sithe s {o that Sidomiustruly affirms, Hominem in Lib.y. Epift.4.
bunc mundnm non 1am editwm quam ejecium : Like a Ship-wracke :
Man, Ship fplit, his Goods funk in the Sea, or madea Prey of
on the Shoar : And it’s well if he fcape with his Life, and that

fooner o1 later will be funk toos for-Death will be fure to turrlxl
a
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all out of Doors, when it fcifeth upon us: But when Death
thus difpoffefféth our very fouls of their Bodies, would it not be
forrow” upon forrow, as the Apoftle fpeaks, Phil. 2. 27. for us
then to be difpoffeffed of our fouls-al{o, to lofe all and owr fouls
to boot ? When Out-works are taken, to have no Fort within
to flieto: To. come to Adrian’s animula, vaguls, blandula, que
ssnc abibis in loca 2 Not then to know whither our Souls (hal

* go, orte be the more exanimated, if we.do, how woful and

milerable will it*be-? Efpecially be fo great an Aftronomer, Qué
cxnila de [ [civit & prafecivit 5 able before-hand to write a Diary
of all thingsthat fhould befal him, until the hour of his death,
and then tobe at a lofs. Yow bave taken away my Gods that 1
bave.made, and the Prieft, and what bave I more, faid Micab,
when the Children of Dan had plundered him, Fwdg. 18,24,
Poor wretched undone Man'! They took away the Gods that thow
badft made : But wouldft thou have been at fuch a lofs, if thou
hadft had an intereft in that God that made thee ? They had flolen
away thy Prieft 5 but if he had not fisft ffolen away thy beart, thou
mighteft then have poffeffed thy fosl, which might have bech both
Prieft and Tewmple for thee to have taken Sanéiuary in. Which
leads to, , :
2. The fecond thing propounded, That when all elle is /o,
yet if due care be taken, the fou! even then may be fecured.
Our ‘Eftate and Efteem, yea, our Life it {tlf, though they be
our own, yet they are to be Inventoried amongft thofe T aAAé=
“Tpee, things of another Man’s , of which our Saviour fpeaks,
Lwke 16. 12. becaufe he that carcs not for his own Life, may
eafily be mafler of mine : But our fouls and our God, are that
TS wpAee ov, among thofe things which are {o owr omn, that,
unlefs it be by our .own' default, asno Creature gave them, fo
nene can take them away. That violent Hand which takes away .
Riches, Honours, Friends, and Life it {elf,doth but with Fofepb’s
Miftrefs, getthe Garment whilft the Mun goeth free.  If we be
but as wife a5 the Serpemt, in fuch a firait we lofe but the skin,
but find our felves.  Fob when ftript of all, at worfy was nota’
maimed but a naked Man, Chap.1.2%, but yet bimfelf., a Man
iill; and by being naked, it may be coming nearer to our firft
Innocency and Perfe@ion. It’s the infinite Perfe@ion of .God
that he is avdgaens, perfeétly Scif. fufficient, that neither needs,
nor indeed can go out of himftlf for any fupply; and asin the
foulof Man appears molt the Image-of God, fo hercin it bears
: one
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~ tobe difpoffefled of the one, that he might take more full feifin of
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one of the livelieft Refemblances of his Divine Perfé@ion ; that, =~
as to all outward things it’s Self-fufficient, and that however,in
regard of - the neceflitics of the body to which it is joyned, jt is
forced to go abroad into the World, and thercby too oft is de-
filed (as Dixah. was) in fuch Excurfions, yet it’s beft when i¢ Gen- 34
Keeps within at Home, converfing with and- enjoying of it felf, O7® #oMi-
which it doth moft, when it is leaft troubled with outward 5% ® i
things. What thercfore it doth of it {tIf in a more geutle way, v xad
in abfira&ing it {cIf cTrom Bodily and outward Objecs, the very %U#Y yiyve-
fame is done, though by a more violent hand, when Man or [¢h taom
D.vil plucks thefe outward things from it.” Thercbyit’s lefc XXipew 1\'6
in retirement with it felf, and ‘never more fafe than when fo W, ¥, ,
fhat up. They are Fools and Children that are afraid, and cry %9 Coov 8Y-
when they are alone : Butif the wife Man be Nunquam minxs vedlacs Y
Jilus, quar cum folus 5 1 am f{ure the Godly Man, if he be wife, KoWorsoe
isnever lefs lonefome than when alone, whillt he hath a good ofUTZ‘ undy
God, and a ‘good ‘Héast “to bear him company. ' If he in a pub- &@Tomséwy,
lick depredation could fay, Omuis mea mecam, he carried all thas Plato. .
“ wa bis with bim, when he left all elfe befides his naked feIf be- Qsﬂ?’“"].’(“‘ ,
hind him 5 I know no reafon, but that a Chriftian may be as ;u‘;“;’“ye}
Wife and Happy, if he prove not an Out-lyer, and live not too and paffions,
much in and upon the World 5 when all elle is plundered, yet tell uswhat
his fox} may be fecured. And accordingly the Apofile, 1 Pes. :’l'::;:""l_‘lﬁwe“
4: 19. moft fitly and divinely Inftructs them that fuffer according wigiom and
to she Will of God, to commit the Reeping of their fouls to him in Virtue fhould
well-doing. He would have them take care that their fouls be enableus toa-
kept, becaufe he. fpeaks of fuffering Times, in which nothing ;%° ::‘fhg"“r‘e
‘elfe it may be can be fecured 5 but he makes accoupt their fomls fene: So fere
may. ' ’ ' with fome in-
' X’nd yet (which isa third Argument for our greater care and Y:"ﬁ°l‘l‘; 5"{:
diligence) though our Soulsby a careful watch may be fecured, ¢ * 3 thf;
yet there’s greater- need of it, becaufe they are in greateft dan- are (o immer.
ger tobeaffailed. Many indeed, and horrid have the Miferies fed in outward
been, which the Devil and his Inftruments have inflited on 2)"3; c%"hl)'
Men’s Bodies, but nothing to thofe innumerable Temptations = /< -
and deadly Snares, by which they have feized on their Sculs. — D)
The precious foul is that which the Adulseref; bunts afier, Prov. ig of -
6:26. And they are the fouls of Men, which the great Whore -
trades in, Rev. 18.13. The Devil hath oft pofleficd Men’s,
Bedies, bat far oftner their Souls » and hath not been unwilling,

the -
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theother : It being neither great nor fmall, which the Syrian fights -
againft 5 not fo much thofc Rivers of Blood which have run

own in all the great Warsand Slaughters in the World, which
he is (atistied with, as the Blood of Souls which he thirfts after.
God defires not the Blood of Goats, and Balls, Pfal. go. 13. nor
doth the Devil principally the Blood of Men, uplefs it be of
their Souls. And it’s then (he thicks ) xxiesos TAnyn, he-
bath bit them under the fifih rib, when like the devilith Afaffinate, -
he kills the Body and damns the Soul together with the fame
blow. And therefore where the Siege is firaiteft, and the Af-

. faule fierceft, there our Watch needs be @iricteft, and our Guard

firongeft, Becaufe the Soul is.moft laid at, it needs be mofk
looked after, that above all keeping we keep our bearss, Prov. 4. -

- 23. {oas rather to be difpoficfled of all, than not to poffefs oxr

Jouls.  (AsGod above allis to be feared, fothe Devil efpecial-
ly to be watched, becaufe both (though in their feveral ways)
when they bave déftroyed the Body, can caft the Soml imto Heil,

. Luke 12.5.) Greateft care therefore need be of ous fouls,

4. And this asin regard of the danger of them, fo alfo of
the ineftimable worth of them. 1923 WD) My fouls my
glory, faith Facob, Gen. 49.6. where the Chaldee hath P! my
precions ones, £=YVRY WD) my Soul is my Darling, or mine
only One, faith David, Pfal. 22.20. But (hould we go no fur-"
ther chan the Text s this Phrafe of peffefirg the foul faith, that

- the foul it felf is a Ereat poffeffion. L may not now infift

on all its Worth and Excellencies, that it is Divime particula
axre, a Sparkle of Heaven, a Glym?s of God, in which yoa
may fce moft of his Image, and one of the Mafter-pieces. of all

- his Works 5 of a Spiritual immatesial Canflitution, of an ever-

lafling, Continuance and Duration, fo that if it be not poffeffed,
but loft one way, it will not be loff in anether : Inits Nature fax
above all this Terreftrial World , in its' Apprehenfions 5 “that
which a World cannot fliot, nor in'its Defires a thoufand -
Worlds fatistie, made fir God, and only to he filled with God : .
So Capacious, as if poffiffed and faved, cau take in much of
God, and if neglected and loft, will take in as much of his
Curfe 2nd Wrath: So admirable in. its Operations, that if’s a
fhame, if tor want of poffeffing i, it fhould like a Drunken Man
Be fo difquicted and ditiempered, as to be hindred fram them
furatime. But (o precious in it felf, that it’s a thoufand pitics
that any of us fhould fall (o fhort of poffifing owr fonls, that

' {uch
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fuch a glorious Creatur¢ fhould be loft and perith Etemally.
It’s in Mundo animarum, in that World of fouls, in which we
fhall hereafter fee more fully the worth of [ouls : In Mundo um-
_ brarum, in thisworld of Shadows, it’sbut little we fee, or know
eitherof them, or their Excellencies. But yet fo much (if we
be not grown wholly Brutith) as may exceedingly thame us, that
when others look {fo much to the Cabinet, we take no more care
of the Jewel ; that when others, nay, our felves are fo diligent
‘to keep the Body in health and life, the preciogs everlatting Soul
is no better provided for to be keptina better condition; Phy-
ficians of the Body fo bonosred ; and Phylicians of the Soul fo
flighted: The Body decked, and the Soul neglected and flar-
ved, nay, by the Bodies being crammed, the Soul to be pined
or furfeited : That when we fee fometimes o much Wasch and
ward to keep pofliflion of (ome forry Houfe,or {mall Cottage,and
which, it may beat moft, we have but a fhort time in 3 we fhould
cither carelefly or wilfully yeeld poffeffion to the World,theDevil,
and the Flefh, of thefe fpiritual immortal Souls of ours, which,
if we look to it, may be the glorious Muanfions of the Bleffed
God to dwellin, and which to be fure we muft dwell with, ei-
ther in weal or woe to Eternity. Had we nothing elfe to fay,
thefe two .words might heighten our Souls worth, and fhould
our care in pafJefing of them: . ,

x. They are the purchafe of the Blood of the Son of God.
(And fhall we trample under foot bis Blood in o negleGing our
Souls, which were purchafed by the Blood of. the Shepberd of
Somls 2 1 Pet, 2. 25.) ‘ :

2. And this that they might be holy and gloricus Temples
for the Blefled Spirit of God. O then! be fure to keep poffefiion
for {o happy a Gueft, that the Devil may not prove an Intrader.
And thou that wilt be ftiff, and earneft, and pcremptory, to
maintain thine Intereft in what thy Father or Friend Icft thee,
do not o under-value either thy Saviour or thy Soul, asnot to
keep pofleflion of that, which He at {o dear a rate hath pur-.
chafed.  Our Souls fhould be precions, that were purchafcd by
Blood {0 precious. Let that be {aid to every incroaching Enemy,
what Fephtab faid to the invading Ammonite, Judg. 11.23. The
Lord bath difpeffe(Jed the Amcrites before bii People, and fhouldit *
thos poffefs it # And let their refolution, ver. 24. be ours, Wit
thox not poffefs that which Chemoth thy God giveth thee to poffifs 2
And o, Whatfoever ihe Lord mml'3 E{I]:dbbmb given tous, that will

we
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we poffefs.  Our Somls he firlt made, Jer. 38. 16. which we after--
ward /off, which he repurchafed by the Blood of his Son, and
reftored to us to be kept as an everlafting pledg of his Lovey and
therefore whatever elfe we lofe, look to it that we here keep pof=

Seffor.

But to the quickening of our care hercin, I need not feck for
more particulars to fet forth the Soul’s worth, than what I there

- propounded.

2 Cor. 6. 10.

1. Such, asthe faving and poffeffing of it,
1. Crowns all other Enjoyments. Wifdim with an Inberi-
gance doth well, Ecclef: 7. 11. butif mens fana in corpore fano,

 it's much better. It was a Solomgn’s happinefs, that amidft all

his delights of the Sons of Men, bis Wifdom alfo remained with
bim. 1t's an happy faving Bargain indeed, if a2 Man, efpecially
in lofing times, when he faves his Eftate and his Life, can faze
bis Soul too, without which a Man withall his other Gettings
and Enjoyments is but like a dead Body ftuck with Flowers ; or
as a Room round-about-hung, and richly furnithed, and nothing-
but the dead Mafter’s Hearfe in the midft of it.

2. Countervails all other Lofles. -David’s Mouth praifeth God.
with joyful Lips, though in a dry and thirfly Land, when his
Soul is filled with marrow ayd fatne[s, Pfal. 63. 1,5, And:
though he was for the outward Man at 2 weak pafs, yet it was-
a fufhcient fupport that God had frengthned bim with firength in-
bis Soul, Plal. 138.3. Though I poffefs mouths of vanity, Job .
7.3. and with him be eje&ed out of all; if yet in poffeffiorn of
my Soxl, I am no harbourlefs Object. Though the invadi
Enemy hath quite broke down the Fence, and laid all open an
walfte; yet as long as with the Chriftians in Fuftin Martyr, we
have ©ev &v T¥# cweadYou Terepcuévor 5 When they have
fo_ﬂéﬂ?d themfelves, and taken away all with them, if they have
eft but a good God, and a good Confcicnces a Soul, and a Sa-
viour, it>s but the Casket that’s loft, the Treafure is faved, and
lends them a Key for Paul’s Riddle of baving nothing, and yes
poffeffing allethings. In this fenfe dum Anima eft, Spes eft, as long
as my Soul is mine own, Iam not only in hope, butin poffeffion.

. No caufcto faint, though the outward Man ferijb, if the inward

Man be renewed, 2 Cor. 4. 16. nor to complain,if the fame hand
that cafts the Chriftian’s Body to the Beaffs, cafts his Sox! at the
fame time into his Saviour’s Bofom. Pas! meant not.to kill,
but to cure the inceftwous Perfon, when he would have him deli-

vered
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-vered even to Satan to the deflruclion of the flefr, if his Spirit
-may but thereby be Javed in the day of the Lord Fefus, 1 Cor.s 5.
 and that will make amendsfor all. Thus we f¢e that the Javing
and poffeffing of the Soul crowns all Enjoyments, more than
Countervailes all other loffes.

-2. But on the contrary, the lofs of it, :

1. Compicats all other lofles and miferies, and makes them
utterly undoing. David fpeaks of bis Enemies [poiling of bis
Soul, as their greateft cruelty, and his chiefeft mifery, P/fal. 35.
12. TheProphet, Lam. 3. 65. when he had given that hcavy
blow, that made the heart ake, Lord give them forrow of bears 5
he firikes the Nail to the Head, when he adds, thy Curfe amto
them. O woe unto thee, thou hoft added grief .umto thy forrow,
and a curfe to both, when by thy riotous, unclean, or othex-
wife vicious courfes, thou haft loft ( it may be ) thine Efate,
thy good Name, the health and firength of thy Body, and
which is worft of all, thy Soul and all. undone wretch ! It
was a defperate prodigal expenfe, which all the Money in thy
Purfe, and thy whole other Subftance could not difcharge; but
thy Sou! alfo muft go into pay the reckoning. Thy Saviour’s
Soul being beavy to she death, was more fad than all his bodily
Sufferings, and that thruft which lets out the heart-blood of thy
Soul, is far beyond all other Wounds, and makes them deadly,
To fee an Enemy in the Habitation, is one of Eli’s foret Affli-
&ions, 1 Sam. 2. 32. and tobea poffeffion to Enemies is Edom’s
heavieft Curfe, Numb.24. 18, but not {o heavy, as to fee 412 Ene-
my poffeffed of this inward <Manfin. The lofs of the Soul
compleats all other loffes and miferies. ‘

2. Cannot be made up and recompenced with all other Gains

and Enjoyments. The round World is but. a Ciphér to it.
For what it 8 Man profised, if be (hould gaim the while World,
and lofe bis own Soud 2 faith our Savieur, Massh. 16. 26. He that
tenders a whole World, makes a great offers but.he that lofes bis
Soul for it, {uftains a greater lofs; for that Workd which cannot
[atisfle the defires of a Soulbefore it be Iyt, cannot fatisfie for the
loff of a Sowl whenitis. And therefore-the rich Man, Luke 12,
19, 20, wasbut a4 Fool for all his Riches ; and the Hypocrite,
Fob 27. 8. is brought in as a defperate Foo! for all his Gain,when

5§67

Jer. 45. 50

Mat. 26,38,

Mar; 8. 37;

God tosk_away beth their Soxls. How miferable! when . dead,

to have {o many Friends to accompany the Body t¢ the Grave,
aud Devils only the Soul to Hell.fuch Funeral Pomp and Tombs ?
Bbbb 2 ) He
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He that hath loft his Soul, isa poor undone Man 5 though with
the Young Man in the Gofpel he have never {0 great pofiffions :
For a Silk Stocken will not cure a broken Leg, nor daintieft Meat
make the lick Man well , nor all the choiceft Extra&ions from
the whole Body and Bulk of the Creature, afford a Cordial rong
enough to revive a languithing loft Soxl. * And therefore as the
Arabick Proverb advifeth, Noli gemman perdere in die feftos in

_.our greateft Feafts it would not have us lofe our Fewel, becaufe it’s
~ of fuch worth, that all the delight we can have in the coftlict

Meal, cannot coyntervail the lofs of it3 {o in all ‘the richeft of
the World’s entertainments let us be fo merry and wife together,
as to be fure to look to our Jewel, to our Souls, the lofs of which
all elfe can no way compenfate. '

. Asbeing in the laft placeirrecoverable. When our Saviour
faid, What willit profit a Man, if be win the whole World, and
lofe bis opn Soml ? In thofe words he tells us, that the lofs of it is
ineftimable: But when headds, or What fhall a Man give in -
exchauge for bis Soul 2 'He would thereby affure us, that if after
the price of Purchafe, which he laid down to redeem our Soyls,
and repoffe(s us of them, they (hall yet be {0 #eglected, as that
they come indeed tobe lof, that Morgage will never be able again
to be bought out.  No avriMayua tobe given in exchange,but
the lofi abfolute and irreparable. But fhall then fuch precious
"Souls be loft for want. of looking tos pawned for Toys, nay fold _
outright for Trifles ? That thou mayeft zake thy pleafure, careft -
not (‘as fometimes thou profanely fayeft ) if the Devil 1ake thy
Soml. Is not this x ploex yaAuelwy ? more fottith than the Indi-
ans exchanging Gold for Glafs, and more profane than Efas’s
Jelling bis Birth-right for a Mefs of Pottage s by Drunkennefs,
Paflion, Drowfine(s, Luft, puttingour felves out of poffefion of
the ufe of owr Souls for the prefent, or by* thefe and fuch-like
courfes hazarding the wtter lofs of theém for ever. Should this
be the fad lot of any, as it will beof too many, letit be of fuch
Jenfual Brates that know not the worth of a Sowd, that can fo
eafily part with it; of fuch fordid Muckworms, quibus anima
tantum eft pro fale, whofe Souls ferve only to kegp them alive,
and to preferve their Bodies from ftinking 5 and who are ( as
fuch ) fomething ditin& from their Souls, as it’s intimated of
the Fool in the Gofpel , to whom God faid,_This night fball they -
Setch thy Soul from thee, Luke 12.20. But for- Chriftians, that
believe that the Blood of the Son of God was thed to fave Soulf: 3

: . for .
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for Scholars, whofe Sowls are themfelves (Animus cujufgue is eft
guifgue) who ftudy the nature of Sowls, and therefore fhould -
know the worth of thems for Divines, whofe traffiqué is in
trading for Souls 5 let us have ground to hope better shings of you, -
and fuch as are & )ybuera owne iag, that accompany Salvation,
Heb. 6. 9. whillt ike wife Men, Prov. 11. 30. youlabour to win
other Mens Soxls, be not fuch Fools as to lofe your own. Its
his Difciples and Apoltles that our Saviour efpecially dire@s his
Speech toin tfhc words of the Text, in which there is a double
OGN, &0 TH @Gond Uuey wron e Tols wags Uuav. What.
ever others do, yet yow above all in yowr paticuce poffefs ye your
Souls. '

II. Sermon,
SERMON XXXHI, = Dedas.
- bridg, :lu‘,
) ‘ 19. 1649.
LuxkE 21. 19. T

Is your Paticnce poffefs ye yowr Souls.

acknowledgment of his own unfitnels, Homo #xllins bo-

ni, & eger doloribus impatientie, &c. And fo may I

well begin my Sermon of the fame Argument with the
like Apology : butas he thereadds, The rich Man that fo much
defires health muft be born with,if he be {peaking of it, efpecially
if his fpeaking help to inftruét him in the Cure. And therefore
in the handling of this Text of Patience, having difpatched the
two firft parts of it the,laft time, which Icalled the Free-bold
and the Seifin> and from them held forth our duty to"poflefi owr prgerer cr
Souls, I now clofe with the third, viz. the Tenure of it, and fam snfiru
that’s of Patience. In your Patiencs poffefs ye yomr Sosuls. All menalem,
Graces indeed are of the Soul's Life-Guard 5 and Faith is the 744 weceffe
Captain of them all, according to that Heb. 10.39. aMa wigess Z’:, 5;;:” :jl‘::
és e cmbimay N s, we are of them thas believe o the [aving Of mysasitues fpi-
the Soml. But under Faith in' perilons times Patience in an efpecial risualem ince-

manner is here by our Saviour fes spon the Gkard. And there- fumstarem res
- tinere veling,

fore he (aith, & Yool Ouar, &c. in your Patience poffefs ye Tiiyricus,
' your,

TErmllian begins his Book of Patience with an ingenuous
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_ your fordr. (And fo James 5. 8. Be ye slfo patient, eftabliffy

De patientid,
C. 16,

See Cerdain
Tertsllian,
de parientia,

yonr bearts.

‘Ywopevy Uuav, Yomr Patience]. What’s that ? As they are
your fouls 5 {0 isit your patience # Yes. Thus far in the gene-
ral: Both, their’s Subjetlize, but neithes of them Canfsliter.
Both Patience and Soul’s theirs 5 but {0, asboth from God ; the
one from him as an Almighty Creator, and Father of Spirits,
‘Heb. 12. 9. the other as a gracious San&ifier, and a God of Pz~
tience, Rom. 15. 5. moft patient in bimfelf, not forward to in-
fli any evil; And the Giver of Patience to his affli&ed Ser-
vants, whereby they are ready to endure all, according to that
Col. 1. x1. Stremgthened with all Might, according to bis Glorious
Power, unto all Patience and Long-(uffering, with joyfulnefs.

Your Patiemce therefores as thus, 17 Swbjeftive, yowrs from
God’s gift in pofleflion. And, 2. Specificative, yours by way
of Diftm&ion, and that (asfome would have it) from a Four-
fold other kind of Patience, viz. 1. Sinful. 2. A Natural.
3. A Moral. 4. A Legal Patience. .

1. There is a Sinful Patience: Falfa & probrofa, as Tertullian
calls it: When Men, as he inftanceth, are Patientes rivalium,
& divitam, & invitatorums impatientes folime Dei: Impatiens
only of Chrift’s Yoke, and God’s Commands and Chaftifements =
But bafely patient of the Tyranny, both of their own and other
Mens Lufts; can endure nothing for God’s Caufe , but any
thing for their own, for Profit, Pleafure, or Preferment fake;
can patiently here and fee God blafphemed and dithonoured,
tamely proftitute Body, Soul, Confcience, the Honour and Peace
of themall: The Parafite patient of Abufe and Scorn for his
Belly-fake. The Courtier can receive an Injury, and give
thanks, for his Preferment’s fake :- Thofe nAiuaxid¥s in Plu-
tarch, to raife themfelves, make their Batks their Miftredes Foot-
ftools. Even Pathici are in Authors often Patientes. Happy
we, if we were but as patient in God’s Service, as too many
arc in the Devil’s drudgery. Eut this Baftard-patience, the meek-
eft Chriftian Spiiit is impatient of, as of that which, in ftead of
polleffing the Soul, betrays and enflaves it, that it’s no more it
felf, than the Galley-flave his own Man. The Cooleft Spirit
initsown Caufc is warm in God’s; as we fee in meek Mofes,
Exod. 32.19.." Nor did Chrift {peak Contradi&ions, Rev. 2. 2.
when he faid of the Church of Epbefuy, Gidx 7iw irmopeoritv o5,
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¥ §m1 3 OUvy pasdors nawss, I kwow thy patience, and that
thow canft mot bear them which are evil. But what cannot Pati-
ence bear? Any thiug for God, but nothing againlt him: It’s
Impatient of that for which God is angry.
2, There isafecond kind of Patience, which may be called
Natwral, arifing from the natural Conftitution of the Body, or
Mind, as in a Difeafc of the Body, (as a Letbargie, or Palfic)
that feels nothing ; or from a natural Dulnefs and Brawninefs,
that is not {o enfible of painand preflure , asin the Brawninefs
of the Hand or Foot , in an Ox patient of labour, and the dull
Afsundera heavy burden; Or from the hardinefs of the Body, ,
patiens of Cold, and other outward Grievances 3 and from the s
courage and valour of the Mind, patient of wounds and hard-
fhip. But this is Tolerince rather than Patience; amdbeix, rae
ther than ¢ubuwle, and it will not paffefs the Soul.
1. In greateft Extremities, if long continued. ‘The Ox that
frands the Butchers firoke with his Ax twice, falls flac at the
third. The Brawm, when cut through to the quick, proves
fenfible. And Sau), though a Stout Man, at latt fallis all aloug,
1 Sam. 28. 20. : .
2. This Stoutnefs; though it indure pain, yet not difgrace,
but Chriftian patience can, Adls 5. 41. . :
3. There is that which I called a Moral Patience, {uch as the Though A3
Heathen Philofophers, and the Stoicks, efpecially gloried of, fforle counts
by which (they will tell you) they attained to fuch an tvbuuic, ':;t":: Demi-
fuch a tranquillity of Mind, thatno Injury could betide them. )
[Sce Sencca, lib. Quod in [apientem non cadit injuria, Maximus
Tyrius diflert. 2.] Nothing could trouble them 3 but that, like |
the upper Region, they were always ferenc 5 Homines quadrasi,
which way foever pitcht,ftood immoveable.But as their wife Man
was a Notion rather than a Reality ; fo this fteady evennefs of -
Mind was: fooner to be found in their Books and Difputes, than .
in their Lives and Praltices 5 efpecially when it came to a pinch
indeed, inthe Storm when the poor Skipper was chearful , their
great Philofopher’s heart funk within him: The more Wife
and Knowing they were, the more fenfible they were of their .
Danger, and bcin? always proudly conceited of their own
Worth, the more fearful they were of their Lofs; ‘and {o the
more ere@ they ftood upon their Tip-toes, the more flat they
fell under that burden, whicH they cold not undergo: As Sawl

higher by the Head than others, when fuch a weight fell Ll:lpon -
them,
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them, with him, 11 -85, they fell all along, and there
was #o [pirit in them, 1 Sam. 28.20. for although in ordinary
cafes the fpirit of @ Man can bear bis Infirmities, Prov. 18. 14.
yet in extraordinary Strefles and Exigencies, it’s not a #atwral
Stoutnefs, nor a moral Compofednefs of fpirit, but only Chrifti-
an Faith and Pasience,that will be able to keep it up from finking;
fothat it’s indeed a great commendation of patience, -(as Ter-
tullian obferves) that thefe Heathen Grandees affe&ed the Coun-
terfeic of it, as the chief piece of their Bravery; yet in truth -
De beno pati- (as Cyprian affirms) it was only Infolens affeclate libertatis anda-
st cia, & exerti & [eminudi pelloris inverecunda jallantia, A vapour-
;’ﬁ :;;::;" ing humour rather than any folid fettlement of Spirit, becaufe
mitatis 4 (- Upon no good foundation: Blown up by Pride in themfelves,
pore formata. and heartned by Applaufe of others 5 and {o not able to keep pofc
Terull feffiom of the foml in all Emergencies, though it may be fometimes
patiens of Lefsand Pain, yet ulually impatient of Difgrace; o
that if cwt in that Vein, none bled more deadly.
4. There is a Legal Parience, fuch as the-Law requires, or
rather which the Legal Pedugogie trained them up unto, which
(I think) Tertsllian fomewhat too boldly under-values, nay, ac-
, . cufes, asthat which trained them up to a kind of Revenge, in
And (o Groti- allowing to take Eye for Eye, and Tooth for Tooth, &c. Though
s often that was in a way of Publick Juftice, and not of private’ Re-
fpeaks. venge.  Sure I am, theLaw of -God was Holy, Fuft, and Good 5
and could they have kept it, it would have Rept them, {0 as to
have poffeffed their Sonls with patience. This defe@ was not in
the Law, but them that lived under it; in degree, not in kind.
Tom. 6.s90. And accordingly Fob then, whom Chryfoffom calls ¥ 2 Simxs-
Fortiffimus pAAvns aywvishy, is by the Apoftle held forth to the whole World
atblera D¥.  yopp, in the time of the Gofpel, asa Mirrour of patience, . James
s. 11, And truly, when we read and think of Abrabam’s
faith, and Job’s patience, and Mofes his meeknefs, &c. the Emi-
nency of (ome ot them then, may jultly caft thameon the Defi-
- ciencyof many of us mow, that their Twilight fhould out-fhine
our Noon-day, as though they had lived under the Grace of the
Ge$:1, and not we, who fall {o exceedingly fhort of that Con-
formity to the Law, which fome of them ina greater meafure
attained to. -But yet to my purpofc, that of Hiyricus is obfer-
vablc.  Quomodo autem V. T. & Hebrei banc patientiams vocans
ignoro, necetiam locum novi ubi dcfcribatur. Patienceis fcldom
mentioned in the Old Teltament, aud they fcarce have a proper
Narce
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* Name for it, but when they {peak of it, moft commonly make

ufe of the word Silence to exprefs it, as though for the moft pare
of Men it was then mare rare, and le(s known under the Law,
than it is, or at leaft fhould be, #ow under the Gofpel. And there-
fore although it was a great meafure of Patience which the Lord
enabled fome of the Fairhful then unto, when §A0&Oyomy
twe idnomy, tweapdadnony, &c. when they were Stoned, and
Sawn afunder, and Tempied, &c. Heb: 11.36,37. Yet it was
nothing to that which many Chriffian Martyrs by the Grace of
the Gofpel were raifed up to under heavier Sufferings.

5. And thercfore in the laft place, it’s Chriftiona Patientia,
Gofpel-Chriftian Patience: "Ywopovi Uucv, Sigmanter dicinm,
Towr patience 5 yours as Apoftles, as Followers, as Servanss of Fe-
[ Cbrift, by which, when you are forced (it may be) to let

allelfe go, youmayeven then Reep poffeffion of your Somls. No-

thing elfe candoit : But that can. That whereas Impatience
ufurps a dominecring power over the Man (according to that
of Tertullian, fpeaking of Adam) Facile sfurpari ab impatien-
tia cepit, C. 5. Sopita ratiome, € excitato fomite, quoqmo vmls
bominem verfat, Cexda. 1fay, Impatience ufurpsover the Man,
and then betrays all: On the contrary Patiemce keeps all, the
Soml at leaft above all in a gwies pqﬂ?gions and accordingly 41-
bertns Magnus makes Prudence and Patience, thofe two Wings
of the great Eagle, by which the Woman, Rev. 12. 14. fled in-
to the Wildernefs, and was nowrifbed from the Face of the Ser-

"t . .

And that’s the Truth which I am now to profecute. In
which I fhall, 1. Explain what I mean by this Gopel- Chriftian
Patience. 2. Wherein it may be faid to keep us in poffefion of
onr Sowls. 3. How it dothit. And then, 4. Conclude with
a thort Application.
- 1. For the firft, What Patience is was thewed before, and I
now only mind you, that it rclates,

1. Either to God, according to that, Pfal. 37. 7. Reft in the
Lord, and wait patiently for bim; when it neither (wells, nor
finks under his Hand, but filently waits his pleafure.

2. OrtoMan, according to that, 1 Thef: 5. 14. Now we ex-
bort you Bretbren, be patient to all Men. :

But it’s called Goppel-Chriftian-Patience, as it is found in a
Chriftian now in the time of the Gofpel : And this

Cccc 1. As
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1. Ashe is direled and animated by the Example of Chrift 5
for he hath al(o Suffered for us, leaving " an Example thas we
foould follow bis freps, 1 Pet.2.21. vi%. in patient Suffering,
asit is, ver.20. his Steps having troden out to us a Path, thac
we need not be at a lofs in the moft unknown Way; and if the
Souldier be heartned by his Fellow-Souldiers courage and com-
pany, as Pawl faid, many of the Bretbren waxed bsld by bis Bonds,
(Phil. 1. 14.) then fure, by looking to Jefus the Captain of oser ™
Salvation, enduring the Crofi, end defpifing the frame, we may
well ran with patience the Race that is fes before us, Heb. 12.1, 24
and without danger or diftrattion follow ons when our 4bi-
melek , our Father-King (for Chrift is both) hath Marched be-
fore, and given us that word Y22 Y3 Do as I bave done,
as that other Abimelek did, Fudg. 9.48. = - : i

2. As enabled by the Grace and Spirit of Chrifl, according to-

‘that, Col..1. 11. Strengthened with all might unto all patience,
* and Long-[uffering with joyfulnefs 5 but is is w7l 7 wpgiTos Ths

SYfns avls, according to bis Glorions pawer; and that Power the
]}P they bave been made firong,
as the Apoftle fpeaks, Heb. 11.34. The fearfulleft and every
way weakeft Ages, Sexes, Conflitutions, have oft in {uffering
Times been enabled with moft Courage and Wifdom, jpwaics
tveyael o cuuCdvoile , as Chryfeftom (peaks, which plainly
manifefls that it was Chriff’s Spirit that keps them {oin poffeffion
of their own : Andif the ftromg Man armed keep bis Palace, all
# in peace, Luke 11.21. If the Spirit of the Almighty God
undertake to keep poffefiom, who fhall be able to make an Eje&-
ment ? It’sa deadly aking Head that is difiracted, if God with-
his own Hand do but holdit. Itis an over-grown Burden that
finks me,if wnderneathbe an everlafling Arm. Such a Back of Steel
will fufficiently ftrengthen a very weak Bow., Thoigh Pasl be - -
nathing, yetby Chrijt (Ireugthening bim, he can do, yea, and fuf~

~ fer all shings.

3. Asheartned by the Comforts of the Spirit of Chrift, for
the Joyof the Lord is our firength, Neb. 8. 10. Farina in olla,
Mcal in the Pot, that takes away the deadly intoxicating birter--
nefsof it: Vinum in peciore, the Cordial that Antidotes thefe
“Animi delignia, thefe Swoonings, and fainting Fits, according
to that, 2 Cor. 4. 1. Kabds ANeHdnpusy Bk EUKAUSMEY, accord-
ing as we bave received Mercy, we fsint nos 5 fuch {weet Morfels
Jfirengthen the bears, that it can go on inits work and way, and

i not
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oot fink under its burden. Thus we had Patience and Foyfulnefs
joyned together, Col. 1.11. as mutually begetting and firengthen-
ing each other. -
. Patience much furthering our Joy: So the Apotftle, we re-
joyee (or glory) in Tribmlation, it it work pasiemce, Rom.s.3.
And fo Tesnllian fpeaks of a Sagina voluptass, of Patience fap- S4gimirs ve-
ting the Soul with delight, and brings it in as the fick Man’s “P/afcpats-
- Nurfe that fitsby him, and cherifheth him. Chriftue.

And Foy much ftrengthening and confirming our pasience, Cap. 5.
whilt fenfe of Mercy drowns the fenfe of Mifery, makes the Afidear,
Martyr lie quietly on the Grid-Iron, when it is with delight, C’P‘A",
as on a Bed of Rofes : Whifts and filenceth all difcontented com- "°7/ V&V
plaints of Pain, Lofs, Difgrace, &c. whiltt he is fenfible of
the faving bealth of God's Countenance : can rejoyce in his (piri-
tual Gains, yea, and can Glory that he is acconnsed worthy to
Juffer Shame for the Name of Chrif with them, 4ds s. 41.

When this Candle of the Lord fhines upon our bead and heart, we pop ,, 5.,
are able with Fob to walk through darknefs, evendance in the
"dark without {tumbling. And then with more cafe lie down
quictly, and fleep fweetly in the darkeft Ni{;bt.

Thus Patience animated by the Example of Chrift,and fpirited
by the Grace and Comfort of the Spirit of Chrift, becomes true
Chriftian Pasience: Which was the firft thing propounded,and fo,
as fuch, in moft troublefome Times helps us to poffefs our Souls.

2. But wherein doth that confilt? Which was the fecond
Particular. ‘

I anfwer, efpecially in two things, vig. 1. Info Reeping the
Soul, that it be not at laft utterly loft. 2. That for the prefent,
whatever the occafion be, it be not {o Difguifed and Diftem-
pered, but that it may be it fcIf, and we fill our own Men.
This was fhewn in the general in the former Point : And now
in the fecond we are particularly to thew, that Cbriftian-Patience
is able to do both thefe.

1. Patience keeps fﬁ.ﬂ?ﬂian of abe Soul, in taking care that it
be not loft and perith cternally.  So that we find, that patiem
continsance in weli-doing cnds in eternal Life, Rom.2.7. And
the Apoftle, Heb. 10.36. faith, that we have uted of patience,
that, after we bave done the Will of God, we mayreceive the Pro~
mife, There isabfolute need, efpecially in evil Times, that the
Soud be poffifled with patience, if it would at laft be poflefled of
Glory, as will clearly appear from the contrary. Take an impz- -

ccc 2 . ‘tient
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tient Man, and let him meet with Trials and Exercifts, and
he prefently chufeth Sin rather than Aflition, as the phrafe is,
Fob 36. 21. He cannot Suffer, and therefore he muft Sin, nor
is there the moft dreadful and damning Sin, which in that fright
and hurry he will ftick at, or fet himata ftand 5 but aver Hedg:
and Ditch, though withnever {o many break-neck Falls to his
Soul, that he may but efcape that outward danger that he is
more afraid of. Cyprian, in his Book De bono Patientie, and
his Mafter Tertullian. before him, in his Book of the like Argu-
ment, are large in this, to thew that Impatience is not only a
Sin, but a Mother.fins that at fir undid the Deuil, and after-
ward Adam; thruft on Caix to his marder, Efauto his profane-
wef, the Jews to crucifie Chrift, and all Hereticks to corrupt and
blafpheme. the Truth of Chrift, which was but impatience to
withftand their own Luftsy but in fuffering time to withftand

- the rage and lufts of the Devil and Men, this the fearful ‘uns
" believing impatient Soul finds it oft an hardér task: and

Mat.14.30,31.
Zech, 11. 2.

therefore rather than ftand out bafely, yeelds up all, and ic felf
andall 5 will bé content to do sl rather than fuffer any 1bing.
We may tremble, ‘when we think of Dauid coumterfeiting the
Mad-man 5 Peter denying and for[wearing bis Lord and Mafter 5
"Cranmer {ubleribing, and others of the choiceft Servants of
"Chrift faultring and fowly mifcarrying in timesof ftraits and
dangers : Even their Souls had hereby been lof, if Chritt had
not faved them. Peter had ucterly funk in that great Wave, had
not Chrift reached out his hand and re-faved him. But bsw! then
ye Fir-Trees, if the Cedars be fallen.  If the Righteons be fearcely
Javed, where will she wngodly and finners appear 2 1f the Godly
for want of the exercife of Patience run fuch an bizard of their
Souls, how wull the wngodly, that wholly want the grace of Pa-
tience, avoid the miter lofs of theirs 2 Upon two grounds,
1. Their over-prifing outward things,which they cannot be with-
out. 2. Undervaluing their Souls, cfpecially fecing it is their
Souls that they leaft'of all look after, and cxpofe them to danger
and lofs rather than any thing elfe, dcal with them as the Levit
did with his Concubine, Judg. 19. 25. who,to fave himfclf, did
proftitute her to their luft to be abufed tothe very deash, (as the
Caftor bites off and leaves that part of his Body which they moft
hunt after to fave the reft ). Or, like a Forlorn, left to face and
entertain the Enemy, whilft they draw off their Bag and Bag-
gage, that they may fecure Body, Life, Eftate, Elteem, and

the
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thelike, leave the Soul at ftake to be wounded anJ defiled with

the fowlet and moft horrid fins, even to deny Chrift, and uttesly

to apoftatize from him, his Truth, and Grace, and (0, merdly

for want of Faithand Paticnce, & waipd mepgous, infuch a Lukes. 1y
time and pinch of temtarion fuch fall away : And fo the bett bar-

gain they make of it is, butto gain the World, and lofe the Soul.

But our Saviour in the place parallel to the Text faicth, He that ¢ <woueivas
endures tothe end fhallbe-[aved : Now \wopeovy wopbies, Pa- tis TAG-.
sience is the induring Grace, and thercfore is the faving Grace,
atleaft faves the Soml, when it can fecure nothing elfe 5 dare fufa
fer, and thereby may expofe the outward Man to danger and
mifery ;5 but dare not fin, and thereby provides for the Soul’s {afe-
ty, and fo keeps poffeffion, thatit be not loff at laft,

2, That it be not diftemper’d and difguifed for the prefent,
how diftra@iog and intoxicating foever the exercife and aflici-
on be, Ira furor brevis. As anger is a madnefs, {0 impatience
is-an angry Sore that (wells and busns,(Scmper eger caloribus im- °,
patiemtie, as Tersullian fpeaks of him(clf) and fo cafts the Soul ~ ™*
into a Burning Fever, and thereby brings the Man toa perfet
mavioe, he is {o difteapered, that he knoweth not what he faich
ordoth. And fo Afapb in this cafe by his own confeflion be-
comes like a Beaft; Pfal. 73. 22. And Heman, though he con-
tinucs a Man,- yet a diffraited-Man, Pfal.88. 15. David, when

" his Heart waxt bot, and the Fire burned, he faith, he fpake with
bis Tongme, Pfal.39.3. and ( as fome expound that place ) more F¥mim:. |
than his (hare. 1am furc even Fob himfelf, when his Patience
began a little to be inflamed into Paffion, fpake overs he confef
fach that he wstered that be underftood mot, Chap.42.3.  And if
-thefe,that were of fo fober and. gracious a Spirit, were, .whillt in
this cafe, fo much befides themfclves, then. how ftark wild may
you ¢xpe& -to find fuch, who have no fuch inward bridle to
check fuch a wild Horfe, but lay the Reins loofe on the Neck of
paffion and rage 7 And what is it that you then fee ? A Man in his
right wits 2 No : but a wild Boar foaming at the Mouth, a Lion
fparkling with his Eyes, a very Bedlam in the height of his
phren{y.  Axd how is the Soul then kept in poffeifion ? _

But Patience cools fuch hot Diftempers, and being firitualis 1llyrics Pati-
incolumiras, (ashecallsit) the verybealth.of the Soml, it tit’hcrn::‘:‘ :::’Jl“‘

f revents or cures fuch phrenfics 5 keeps the Soul ina due temp.r, 4, o4, c. 1.

that the Man is ftill himfelfs as our Saviour, That bis Patien:ze

might bave its perfe work in his fenfible fufferings of the extrc-
’ mity

De Patientidy -
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mity of his torments, refufed that topevpniouévor Svor, Mar. 1.
23. which fome fay was wont tobe given to Men, when they
fuffered, to intoxicate and make fenfelefs. No better Receipt
than a Patient Spirit againlt a light Head under heavieft Burdens
and AflliGionss though Fob’s Mcflengers trod one on the heel
of another, and that {o long, till at laft they had nothing more ,

-to {ay, becaufe he had almoft nothing more to lofe : yet, as lon

as his Patience received their Meffages, and he heard thcm by
that Interpreter (though indeed at laft he ftarted up and rews bjis
Mantle, and fhaved bis Head, and fell down upen she Ground 5

-and Satan that ftood looking on,to fee how his Train,that he had

laid, took, it may be might now think that the diftra@ed Man

-began his Anticks, yet he fell fhort of his Hopes.) Ic's added,

that after Job had done all this, he worfbipped, and faid, Neaked
came I ont of my Motber’s Womb, and maked [ball Ivetsrn thither :
The Lord bath givew, and the Lord bath taken away : Blefled be the
Name of the Lord, Job 1. 20,21. Now, ( as they faid ) thefe
are not the words of bim that bath s Devil 3 So thofe words of Fob,
“have they the leaft touch or air of a Diftraction or Diftemper 2
“mlwys vz:ve;@:s. You hear not in them a diftraéed Man’s non-
fenfe, but rather a Man divinely infpired fpeaking Oracles : Such
a full poffeffion and enjoyment of a Man's Sou! and felf doth Pa-
tience put and keep him in s that if it have but its perfect work.
it makesan all of Foy, when thereisin view nothing but grief
and forrow, Fam. 1.2, 4. {o that when it comes to that oL~
7réavre, a Man is round about befet with miferies and mifchiefs,
that another Man is quite-out exanimated and diftra&ed, as
Mofesfaith, even mad for she fight of bis eyes, which be Jeeth ;

yet cven then a truly patient Chriftian is {o fully and perfe&ly
him(elf, thathe can freely enjoy himfelf; with the Martyr, fleep
as foundly the night before his Suffering, as at any other tiae,
and with as much ftrength and fecedom of Spirit pray and me-

 ditate, converfz with God, and walk_on in his way before Man, as

if there werenothing to difturb and interrupt him ; like an .
chimedes, behard at his Stwdy, and intent on his Demonftration,
when the Enemy hath now taken the Town, and takes away his
life together 5 or rather as.a Man in an impregnable Garifon,
may be every whit as quiet, and aslittle troubled, when the Cap..
nons roar, and the Enemies fall on, as if there were none at all
tomoleft him : But he may thank his fafe Garifon for it, which
:heis poffiffed of 5 and fo muft a Chriltian his Patience, which, as

.our
L ]
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our Saviour here theweth, is that which keepeth both himfelfand
Soml in poffeffion.
3. Thethird enquiry is, How Patience doth this? I an{wer
twoways. I. Asit’senibldto fuffer. 2. As it’s trained up
to wait with expedance 5 and the word “zogeovn hints both,

1. Patienceis a fuffering Grace, and therefore in Scripture
joined with long-fuffering, Col. 1.11. 2 Tim. 3. 10. can bear
much. So €Caswones x, wWomory ¥xes, Thou baft born, and
baft patience, faith Chrilt to the Church of Ephefus, Rev. 2. 3.
as the patiemt Ox endures the Yoke without kicking or fainting :
and (o the patient Chriftian, becaufe he can endure much ; there-
fore it is that he is not much diftempered. A cool Spirit doth
not diffluere in greateft beats of Perfecution : [ In this like aMan
that hath {o firong a Brain that he can bear much Drigk, is not
fo foon drunk ;] fo that, though with Fob he pofi® months of job q. 5,
Vanity, yet he poffe(Jeth bis own fonl, and keepsall fafeand in due
temper : For what’s the ‘reafon that many Mn in evil Times
are {o much befides themfelves, mad with Rage, drunk and fwil--
lowed up with Grief, and dead with Fear, come to deny Chrift,
to apoftatize from the Profeflion of his Truth and Grace, ftick.
at nothing, {wallow any thing, though never (o deadly and de-
firu@ive ? But only becaufe they are cither {o weak, or fo ten-
der and delicate, that they would turegowavioms v ompul,
and fo cannot fuffer perfecution for the Crofs of Chrift, Gal. 6.12.

The Crofs is too heavy for them, and therefore they fink under-.
it : They are impatiens of Pain, and Shame, and Lofs, dare
not, cannot lofe their Lives, and fo cowardly, and yet defperate-
ly lofe their Somis. X

But what {3id Chrift in the former place? 5 3w Cxsdont
xan>s, and yet, ¢€axsagns, ver.3. Thow canft not bear 5 and Rev.2 2.
yet, Thow bsft born. Pasience caonot endure to fin, becaufe it
can endxre to fuffer 5 -doth not betray the Souland yield: up pof-
feffim, becaule"it’s able to withftand the affault of the Enemy 5
Doth not fink_ under the burden, becaufe ableto bear it. And
this in a douole relpect, 1. Becaufe it lightews the bwrden,
2, Strengtbens the bearer. )

1. Itlightens the burden, which Impatience doubles and ag-
gravates> makesa Mile-bill, a < Mountain, and a Day, a Years-
Jooks at the wrong end of the Profpe&ive, or through a Mag-
nifying-Glafs, and calls Little, Great s and Short, Loug s wfual

and light Affliciions, firange, and wnfupporsable : Like an evil
Spie,

2 Cor. 4.17.
Numb. 13.28,
29, 30.
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Spie, makes it (If a Grafi-bopper, and every Enemy a ‘Son of

Anak, whillt patience with Caleb ftills the uproar , and faith,
we gre well able to overcome them. "How doth the leaft weight
gall a fore fhoulder? And a drop of Vineger fret where the
Skin is of> Whilft a found part feels no fmart, though never fo
much be poured onit  Mollius fis patientia, &c. Faith aud Pa-
tience add weight to Mercies, but lighten bardens, and o better
bear them. As patient Fob, when Miferies fell fo thick and

‘heavy upon him, as might plane obruere animam, yet when he

had loft all other his poffeffions , his patience kept bins on his Legs,
and in paffffion of his Soul, by (uggefting to him alleviating con-
fiderations. Naked came I out of my Motbers Womb, and maked
Jvall Iretwrn thither. 1am but Naked, not Wosnded : I am but
reduted to my firft condition of Nature 5 and fuch a motion,
though feemingly violent, thould not be sroublefome, nor I be
troubled to go as #aked to Bed at night, as I arofe from it in the
morning. And again, The Lord bath given, and the Lord bath
taken away. It’s his Sovereignty, as Lord, to do what he will,
efpecially fecing what he doth is nothing but common Equi-
ty, inhis own time 10 call home his own, which he at firft lene’
.me: And therefore no caufe for me to Curfe God for taking it

-away fo foon, but to Blefs him, that he continued the Loan of -

it folong 5 and therefore, Bleffed be the Name of the Lord- Thus
Patience helps to lighten the Burden. .

2. And ftrengthens the Bearer 3 {oit’s faid to fablify the bears,
Jam. 5. 8. that fuch a compoftd quietmefs is our frength,
D223 wpwn3, Ifa. 30. 15. And fo by patience we are
enabled to run the race, Heb. 12. r. asalong-breathed Manholds
out #0 the end, when one that is fhort-winded is ready to fainc.
and fink at every fep. Great is the advantage that a patiens
confiderate Man hath againft his Adverfary, cither in a Difpute,
or any other more rough Confli¢t. And great is the help that
Patience affords.

Partly as it encourageth and comforteth the Heart, (as we
read Rom.15.4. Patience and Comfort joyned together) and that
ftrengthens it.  For the Foy of the Lord is our {trength, Nch. 8.
10. Such a Cordial doth w93 WM reftre (or bring back)
the Soxl, whichin fuch fwooning fits is going away, and keeps
it in p J: ffion.

But cipecially as it hath the Company and Affiftance of all
other Graces , that are moft reviving and firengthening : Ac-

' cord-
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cording to that of Bede, Idcirco poffeffio anime in virtute pati- Gregor.
‘entie ponitmr, quia radix omsninm, cuflofguc patientiz et.  It’s Hom.3s. in
Mother or Nurfe of all other Graces, Fidew munit, pacem gu- pos -
bernat, dilellionem adjwvat, bumilisatem infiruit, &c. as Tersul- ,,’t iy
lian goeth on: And as he in ¥ another place cal's Impatience, cerda. anw.r.
Delicigggm Excetram : There’s no fin (o horrid, 1 but Impati- ivid.
ence is ready to hurry a difcontented Man into, makes him blaf- , 227,
pheme God, wrong others, undo him(elf; fo there is no Grace bad Humoce
which Patience doth not either reccive life from, or give life to, flow to an an-
or both. gry Sorc.

Is joyned with Faith, Heb. 6. 12. Rev.2.19. & 13. 10.
Faith begets  Patience, Jam. 1. 3. and Patience back again
‘firengthens Faith. Fidei fundamentum, firmiter munit. Cyprian,

And the like I may fay of Hope. Somectimes in Scripture Pa-
tience feems to be made the fruit of Hope, Rom. 8.25. 1 Thef.
éc. 3. and fometimes Hope the cffelt of Patience, Rom, 5. 4.

15. 4.
. A5nd4f0 I'might fhew of other Graces : But that of Cyprisn in

the general, may {ufticc. De unixs quidem nominis fouse. profi-
cifeitur, [ed exundanibus venis per multa gloriarunt itinera diffun-
ditser. This one blefled Fountain {preads it {¢If into many happy
fireams. The patient Man, as {uch, believes and bopés, is Lo-
ving, Humble, Meek, Wife, Valiant, by it approved to be fin-
cere, and trained up to be Heavenly-minded: And {0 of the
reft,that the Soul, that is thus guarded,need not fear to be kept in
poffeffion. How {weetly and fully doth that happy Soul enjoy it
{elf, while Patience takes time, and by what it fuffcrs oppor-
tunity and advantage, to exercifc all other Graces? And whilfk
it’s {uffered to bave its perfet work, fo fully completes our hap-
pinefs, that we are as the Apoftle exprefleth it, Fam. 1. 4. Té-
Neior GAGuAmegl, v und¥vi Aecmiusvol, - Perfeit, Entire, and
wapting uotbing. And fure there is full poffiffion kept, where
there is nothing wanmsing. .And thus Patience doth firtt, as it is
a fuffering Grace. ’ Lo

2. Asitis a waiting and expeding Grace. So the Husband-
man exd¥xelar pane gbuuay, waits and expes a Crop ip his wair paticat-

- long patience, Jam. 5:7. And fo with Chrillians that foxw for Iy, 2ful.37.7.~

Esernity,thoughiit be in tears of, AfiQion,yctic’s with patience,
becaufe with expeciance of a betrer Hurvelt. "Ei 8% éAmidomer,
8 Umopuaviis amekdvxSmeda, If we bope for it, then with pa-

tiemce we wait for it, Romn. 8. 2.
, : Dddd Chri-

.2
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Chriftian Patience, though it fuffer much, yet is full of Hope, )
and thereby full of Heart : And {0 keeps the Sonl in life, accord= -
ing to that of the Prophet, The Tuft foall live by bis faith, Hab.

- 2.4, and he there {peaks of dyiwg Hewrss Even in them the

Heart may live, Pfal. 22 26. and that it doth, as long as the
Mgn hath in him that lively Hope the Apolile fpeaks oy 1 Pes
3 3 and in thi- 3 Chriftian’s Patience fo much exceeds that of
the choiceft Heathens, 2as his Hnﬁe cxceeds theirs. They fome-
titnes with patience fuffered much, it may be out of kwe of Vie-
1xe, and hope of Applaufe ;: But be may more patiently fuffer.
more, when it’s out of love of Chrift, and bope of Glory.

Nothing more exanimates and dispoffeffeth a Man of bimfelf
thau Defpair: makes.Cain run wild oxt of God's prefence, Gea. 4.
And them, Rev. 16. 10, 11. gnaw their Tongwes, and blafheme
God like Mad men: And he that you read of, 2 Kings 6. when.
he hopes for no relicf from God, in ftead of Reeping poffiffion, he

ives up all forlof, is fhort-winded, and will #ot wait o the
Lord any louger : But a patient Chriftian, though he forrows, yet
.it is rot asothers that have no Hope; and here then invest the
faying, Duws fpes eft, atima oft: Till he is Hopelefs, he is not
Hearclels. He keeps poffifffon of bis S, aslong as it’s pefffed
with 3 lively affurance of an happy clofe at laft: Tv 7eAd oeds
was (3id (you know) to apimate fome to patignce and cousage.. -
Sutable to which, is that of the Apoftle: Tou bave beard of the
patience of Job, x, T Téhos Kuefu U¥r, and bave feen whar

Chap. 9. 25, #d the Loed made, Jam. 5. 11. and his expedlation of fuch an

26y &Co

end, was that which helped him to poffefs bis Soxl with fuch pa-
tience. And well may the Som! be {;Jeﬁéd with that patiesce
nowy which affures,that at la it fhall offtffed of Glory. 1It’s
sbrough Faith and Patience that fome inZ:ru' ¢d the Promifes, as
the Aroftle fpeaks, Heb. 6. 12. Promifes are of things to come 3
and thercfore patiemce is put to figy and wair, but faimts moe
away in waiting, becaufe it’s joyned with Faith, and {0 is aflu-
red of inheriting it at laft, and therefore mean-while keeps the
Soxl in quict pofieffion. And this, I fay, in thefe two :eelepe&s,
1. Asit’s enabled to fuffer much from Man. 2. To expel more
from God. So that what the Apoftle faid of Charity, 1 Cor.
13. 7. that Cbarity beareth oll shings , endureth all shimgs, and
.withal believeth all things , and b ol things, ver.7. and
thereupon in the very next words adds, that Charity never faileth;
may fitly according to the forgner particulars be applicd to Pati-
ences
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emce.  Becaule it, 1. Beareth and endureth 4l things. And,
2. Belicveth and bopéth all things ; it thercfore mever failesh, nor
will fuffer the Chriftian's Heart to fail, that the fpoiling of bis
Goods, Heb, 10. 34. fhould come to the Boiling of bie Sonl, Pfal.
35: 12. but thatin greateft Direptions and Depredations he may
n patience pofefs bis Soul.

Which (for Application) calleth upon us for an earneft en- Ufe.

deavour after this Grace, and fuch a due exercife of it, that
whatever we lofe, we may be kept in poffefion of our Somls by
it The Apofile’s word is firong, am{" very general, Let pa-
tience bave ber perfelt work , thas you may be perfe&8, and emire,
wanting notbing, Jam. 1. 4. Some Chriftians then were for.
ward and quick at the firf 4ffanlt 5 but when the Battery cone
tinued long, were too ready to faint » and fo by giving out in
the Race, tell fhort of the Prize: For want of patience, too foon
plucked off the Plaifter: And fo came not toa perfe@ Cure,
And therefore the Apoftle’s advice is, that they would but ftay,
that it might heve its perfe? work 5 and then affures them, that
it will make them perfe@, and fo emtire, that when come to
to the worft, it will come to a Nee babeo, mec. careo : that even
when they bave nothing, they fhall then wans wothing. Such a
perfe@ and perfelting Grace, is this Grace of pasience, that by
its perfeverance it fets the Cromn upon the head of all other
Graces : For Ommes virtutes certom, fils perferveramsia vincis &
coronasur.

The Arguments, by which the Ancients much commend this Fotullian,
Grace to us, are many. : ?"/:‘;:; M,

E m,
The Exampie, s;f:', &e.

Of God, who with mxch lmg-ﬁé(erm doth not only bear
his undutiful Childrens manxers, Adts 13.18. but his profeffed
Enemics rebellions and infolencies, forbearing to punith them
when their {ins would enforce him, and cenfing bis Sun 10 fhine, Fupis fimi;i.
and his Rain cqually to fall on them, and on them that aredear- rer &5 smjmfss
eft to him; ix&'omuch that he fuffers, becaufe they do not, and ‘;“"ﬁ"rt
that even by thems too, whilft they are ready to think, that be i B e e
like them, or at leaft is not much dilpleafed with them, becauf¢ Cyprian,
he doth fo much forbear them, Pfal 50.21. -

©Of Chiift, in whofe whole Progrefs from his coming down Rev- 1. 5.

D d dd 2 : ) ﬁ'om
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from Heaven, till his returning thither again, the Fathers are
wont to obferve a Signature of patience in every fiepall along
in the Way : But efpccially in and towards his Journeys end, -
toindurc a Traitor Judas in his Bofom, though fully known co
him, yet not to difcover him to others 3 and when he had be-
trayed himfelf in betraying bis Mafter, to entertain him with the
compellation of a Friend, who was to be reckoned amongft the
worlt of Eneniies ; to endure fo much of the Jews malice and
rage with {o much meekuefsand love, notwith@tanding all thae
pain and fhame, thofe bufferings, [courgings, [pittings upon,
thofe railings and blafpbemies 5 as the dumb Lamb, not to open the

. ‘mouth, orif atall, in that heat of his agony to breath fuch fweet

breath, as, Father, not my Will, but thine be done : And again,
Fatber forgive them, for they know not whas theydo. That fill
voice {peaks aloud Chrift to be God, evena Godof Patience, who
was Water to thofe Sparks, to which the meckeft of us would
have been Gun-Powder.

Nor yet {0, fors ut de [upernis aftimetur, as Tertnllian {peaks,
as though this were fo far above us, as nothing belonging to us3
for (inthe third place ) they find Examples and Paterns of Pa-
tience, not only in God and Chrift, butin the Servants of God,
in Mofes, David, Job, Féremiab, Stephen, Paul: In the Pro-
phets, Apoftles, Martyrs, all fo long-breathed, that we fhall
fcarce approve our felves to'be of the fame piece, and to have
the fame Spirit, if we be fhorter-winded. : ,

They are wont allo, the better to compofe our Spirits to a
meekned Patience under fufferings, to put us in mind of our con~
dition, either as fallen in. Adam, and fo we are born to tronble, -

oras reftored by Chrift ; and {0 it’sthe Patience and Kingdoms of

Fefus Chrift, Rev.1.9. Aninraged Devil and World will have -
the Crofs to be our. Companion, which thercfore we thould noe
quarrel at, efpecially feeing it is fuch a Companion, as proves a
very faithful Friend. It wouldbe endlefs to go about to repeae
all thofe benefits, which the Crofs angour patient bearing of i¢
bringsin to us, whether for Grace or Peace here, or Salvation
in Heaven hereafter :  AffliGion is very tharp, but a much im-
proving School. * And Faith and Patience help us to take out
many an happy Leflon in it. It inberits Promifes, Heb. 6. 12.
brings Glory, 2 Theff’ 1.4,5. And fo whatever it meets with
inthe way, yetto be fureit ends well, Jam. 5. 11, . And all’s
well that ends well, ’ o

Bae
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But I omit all other Patticulars, as being fenfible of what
Cyprian {aith in the beginning of his Tractate of this Argiment,
. [ De patientie locuturus, &c. snde potius incipiam, quam guod

nunc quogue ad_audientiam veftram patientiam video effe nece(Jari-
am, &c. ] That our Hearers, whilt we preach of Patience,
have necd to exercife their Patience, and therefore I'l not tire out
"yours, And therefore (hall touch only upon two things, which
partly the Context, and partly the Text atford us. :

1, And the firft concerns the prefent time and feafon. It was,

when Fersfalem was now near to be deftroyed, and as a fore-
runner of it, that his Difciples (hould be hated, betrayed, and
perfesutedsin the foregoing part of the Chapter, that our Saviour
" prefcribes this Receipt in the Text, that the Malady might not

prove mortal, thatin patience they pofJef their Souls. And of
the fame time and day - ( fome thing ) the Apoftle fpeaks, Heb.10.
25. And after (hewing how great a fight of Affliclions they in-
dured. in reproackes, and foiling of their Goods, &c. v.32, 33,
34. he at laft concludes, ~wopeovirs 90 ¥xe7e ey, that they
bad need of Patiences v.36. And (o for certain have we now, .
or may have ere long, as Capito in his time to Farel, Duré pati- 2’"; ‘1341”"” :
ensia mobis opus eft in bdc diffolutione qua verfamur, &c. How yf :'
near the deftru@ion of our Ferafalem is, I dare not fore-pro- '
phefie. The God of Peace make.and keep it a true Ferufalem; a-
Vifion of Peace both now and to perpetuity. But it Wars, and
rumonrs of Wars, it falfe Propbets, and falfe Chrifts, if the be-
traying; and bating, and foiling of the Minifters and Servanss of
Chrift be the fad prefages and forerunners of it, then (unlefs
God be the more merciful ) it may not be long before we hear of’
it, when it may come again to be {aid, as Rev, 13. 10. & 14. 12.
Here is the Patience and Faish of the Saints 5 when no remedy -
but Faith and Patience > {0 that either alrcady we have, or then
may have very great seed of it. And happy we, if, when the
worft comes, we can but be able to poffefs our Souls by iz,

2. And that’s the fecond Particular in the Text, wz. the great:
benefit and advantage of it, that whatever other lofs we fuftain,
yet the main chance may be (aved 5 owr Sowls poffeffed by is. And
God thought he allowed Baruch fair, though he did not grant’
him thofe great things he fought for, if he might bave bis life
Jor a prey, Jer.45. 5. Straits may be fuch, that it may bea -
great mercy, if we may buthave our lives: but if fo aswithal to -

pollefs
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przﬂ?ﬁm}r Sowls, that they benot endangered or loft ¢o etemity,
nor for the prefent {0 affrighted or diftempered, but that in greae.
cft ditra@ions we may be our own Men, and do, yea, and fuffey

Atike Chriftians. So to poffefs the Soml, even when we have loft all

elfe, is fuch a Mercy, that withmuch thavkfulnefs and comfore
we may fay with the PImift, Return unto shy reft, O my Sont,
for the Lord bath dealt bowmtifwlly with tbee, Plal.116.7. A rich
bounty and largefs, if through Patience keeping poffeffion, we may
be able (o to turninto our Souls, and they retwra to their ref in
God, even when it comes to the Apoftles asoe78usv, 1 Cor.

11. When catt out of all, we bave no certain dweliing-plaze :
but with the faithful of old, Heb. 11.37, 38. we thould mandep
i1 Defarts, and Moumtains, and in Dens and Caves of the Earth -
If it thould come to that pafs, that (as you ufe to fay ) »e Re-
medy bus Patience 5 you will have no caufe tocomplain, for it s
a very fufficient onc : cven then we fhall not be altogether har-.
Bourlefs out-cafls, aslongas we canby Faith take Saulsary in

-God, and by Patience keep poffeffion of ewr Somls. For certain
" our Saviour thought fo, when a(;ain{t all thofe amimi delignia,

thofe fick faiming Fits in the former part of the Chapter, he
Jprefcribes only this Cordial in the Text, In your Patience P

ye your Souls. ,
Swperaddends.

Should our Spirits fometimes hafty; and not willing pa~
tiently to waitsgod’s leafure 5 Cmct, & pa

1. That God’s Retribution will be full.

2, The day of it certain, Hab. 2. 3. Heb. 10, 38, 37.

3. Though it ftay, yet let this ftay our Stomachs, That-wee-
dum vindicatss eft ipfe qui vindicas : Chrift himflf, who hath
been more wronged than we, and who will at laft fully vindi-
<ate both himfelf and us, is not yet righted : but to this day he
waits till bis Ememies become bis Fomftool, Heb. 0. 13. And
therefore be not fo bold to defire, that the Servant fould be
ferved before his Lord, Nec defendi ame Domimem fervi ir-
religiofa & imverccunda fefinatione properemus, Cyprian S.1s.

Dr. Hamm-
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Dr. Heswond on Matth 10, Annot, f. makes not this a
Precepr, butan Affiriion or Predifliony that there wag
no fuch way to kuep or prefceve their lives from thae
common deltruion coming on the People of the
Jews, as perfevering faithful adhering to Chrift,

Patient Men are the only Free-balders.
Their Comforts forfeited to God their Lord,
Who can beft keep them for them,

Surrendsed by them,
Puschafed by Chrift,

And 35 the Philofopher’s Scholar, who havisg given himfelf
to his Mafier to teach him, whentaught, was by his Mafter gi-
ven backagain to be bis own Man.

SERs
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